
 

NXG YOUTH MOTORSPORTS ANNOUNCES 2021 DETROIT EXPANSION 
BCBSM-Sponsored Academy Focused on Minority Students Launches Inaugural Session  

June 5-6 at Belle Isle Park 
 
DETROIT, Mich. (April 20, 2021) - NXG Youth Motorsports (NXG), an experiential academy for life skill 
development, is excited to announce its expansion to the Detroit area and host its inaugural program 
June 5-6 at Belle Isle Park. NXG (Nexgeneracers), and its programs featuring science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM), create opportunities and experiences for its youth participants through 
motorsports while focusing on minority students from underrepresented communities.   
 
After building a successful program and network that’s connected with thousands of youth participants 
in Indiana over the last 15 years, NXG became an official partner with INDYCAR and Penske 
Entertainment through its Race for Equality and Change initiative in 2020 and the academy has targeted 
the Detroit community as it expands its reach in 2021. 
 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) has made a multi-year commitment to sponsor the NXG 
program so youth in the Detroit area can learn about the opportunities for personal growth, education 
and career development through participation and understanding of the motorsports industry. 
 
Following the current health and safety protocols in the state of Michigan, the NXG Detroit pilot 
program will launch June 5-6 with its MA100 classroom and on-track activities in the paddock area of 
the Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix presented by Lear, which will take place the following weekend on 
Belle Isle. All of the NXG Detroit participants and their families will be invited to attend and experience 
the Grand Prix, June 11-13. 
 
“As we begin our 15th year of NXG, the extensive collaboration and support between our sponsors at 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and our partners at Penske Entertainment and the Detroit Grand Prix 
allows us to bring dynamic programming and exciting learning experiences for underrepresented girls 
and boys, 11-15 years old, into the city of Detroit,” said Rod Reid, NXG Co-Founder and Chief Instructor. 
 
NXG originated in response to the lack of African American involvement in motorsports and the program 
introduces urban children to opportunities available in this industry.  In its efforts to increase awareness, 
increased participation and engagement in motorsports, this 501(c)(3) has an academy of courses that 
progressively uses performance driving as a tool for life skill development, the application of STEM 
concepts, interactions with INDYCAR personnel and racing teams, along with exposure to career options 
in racing. 



“Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan is proud to support programs like NXG Youth Motorsports that 
increase opportunities for students in the Detroit area to learn life skills, explore interests and form 
friendships,” said Daniel J. Loepp, president and CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. “NXG’s 
expansion in Detroit provides the ability to reach students in some of our state’s most underrepresented 
communities. I am confident the academy will make a difference.”  

NXG program courses, MA100, MA200 and MA300, progressively introduce boys and girls to the 
fundamental aspects of go-kart racing that include advanced driving techniques, track geometry, 
mechanical equipment understanding, and self-control – each transferable to their future daily 
lives.  NXG’s curriculum aligns with middle and high school academic standards in science and math 
related subjects.  The academy is offered to participants in Detroit as a NON-FEE enrollment due to the 
generous support of its title sponsor, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. 
 
“We want to thank Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan for partnering with NXG to bring this very 
important program to the Detroit community,” said Bud Denker, Chairman of the Chevrolet Detroit 
Grand Prix presented by Lear. “With NXG’s track record of success over the last 15 years, we’re excited 
to welcome its expansion to Detroit and create new opportunities and educational experiences for our 
area youth through motorsports.” 
 
Please visit the NXG Youth Motorsports website for program applications, requirements and more 
information: www.nxgyouth.org 
 
About NXG Youth Motorsports, Inc. 
NXG Youth Motorsports, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization offering experiential learning 
programs to students from under-represented communities, ages 11-15, using go-kart driving and 
motorsports as a tool for STEM concepts and application, life skill development, and career 
options.  NXG Youth Motorsports has introduced motorsports and open-wheel racing to 218 classes and 
2,346 participants and their families since its inception in 2006. To learn more visit www.nxgyouth.org, 
“like” us on Facebook, or follow us on Twitter and Instagram. 
 
Media Contact:   
Michael Smith, Community Engagement Director, NXG Youth Sports 
(202) 577-2270, msmith@nxgyouth.org 
 
Attached is an image of NXG Detroit youth ambassador Ethan Kent on Belle Isle. This image is approved 
for media usage. 
 
 

Merrill Cain 
Team Penske and the Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix presented by Lear (June 5 and June 12-13, 2021) 
Director of Public and Community Relations 
300 Renaissance Center, Suite 2311 
Detroit, MI 48243 
D – (313) 748-1842 
C – (704) 677-9200 
www.TeamPenske.com 
www.DetroitGP.com 
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